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The merry month of April is wend-

ing its usual confused Midwestern
way heresbouts, with dl ternate balm
and blizzard, to the great confu-
sion of my sinus cavities - my doc-
tor has finally decided I have im-
pacted sinuses or something (this
| gave me a few bad noments, since
when I had impacted wisdom teeth,
they had to be chiseled out by main
force and considerable exXpense)..e
but it seems the required course
is to simply blitz some sort of im-
e bedded bncteria or virus....not
being fooled by any alleviation of the attoek, but continue on the front
until all these peach-colored horse pills are gone, This lost visit al-
so entailed a long lecture on the nature of antibiotics - people who put
them up on the shelf for "the next time" apparently couse hair-tearing
on the part of the medical profession.

Some time back we published a vig-
nette of sorts by Rog Ebert, an experimentation in mood called "Night
Ride', the which has led to befuddled corments from readers and general
conjecture on the meaning of the piece. Until these questions started
coming in, I had assumed the main criticism would be on the basis of
taste: "I don't like that kind of writing”"., I hadn't imagined that the
events would be confusing. In all honesty, I must admit 1 was rather
surprised, several weeks before the questions started coming, when Buck
commented he wasn't entirely sure what had been going on, but had found
the item interesting. The first time I read the story was when I proof
read it; this involved some extra difficulties in that I had to care-
fully check the manuscript against the stencil = having learned Buck is
slightly style deaf and not wanting a gross misprint to spoil Ebert's
intention, At that time, I fully understood what Ebert later explained:
this was the experience of an alien trapped in a carnival, and he failed
to reach his teleporter or whatever in time,

(Parenthetically, I wish to
state that the fact that I grasped this intention of the author and
others - guite respected critics in my eyes = did not most definitely
did not give me a burst of ego. Quite the contrary, it depressed me,
Any discovery that my betters failed to get something I did, or indeed
do something so simple as praising me for an effort that required lit-
tle on my part, such as a gag painting or a singing session, Tends to
leave me far more thoroughly confused than any of Ebert's critics ...
reeling as it were with & strong conviction that the world is topsy-
turvy and nothing is dependable,)

I suspect the problem in communication
Ebert encountered is the same one Bradbury has occasionally encountered
as well at the hands of the fans. A certain genre of writing, particu-
larly in modern fiction, is much more closely allied to poetry than to
the standard forms of prose. It is experimental, of course, but then
Art is olways chead of its era. Poetry gppeals on several levels; I
happen to appreciate two of them - the rhythmic and the emotional. The




intellectual branch generally eludes me. Rhythmic poetry has the im-
pact of.vocal music ~ metered, accented, carrying one along. Emotiona
poetry.ls more comparsble, to me, ayway, to symphonic rmsic - it is o
sensation that goes directly from the print to the emotions, quite fre-
quently not only failing to strike the reason, but sometimes ruined by
puzzlement and studye.

Now I'm quite aware this field of expression nhas
aroused no smell amount of scorn as the "oarbage pail” school of writ-
ing., But it needn't be that. There is no demand for the writer to put
down everything that occurs to him. And quite freguently what may seem
very spontoneous and emotional to the reader has baken untold sweat and
revision on the part of the author.

Perhops it takes a certoin fype of
emotion to react to this sort of experimentation when it is encountered
in prose. Last yecr I went through a course cdemanding analysis of the
works of Pasternal, an intellectual-emotional poet. ¥hen his prose
works are striking, they are striking through poetry, and when ne loses
that particular flow, the styling suffers. Compared to sorie of his
short story experimentations (done in the earliy part of this century),
suffering the additional burden of translation, Ebsrt's story was So
clesar it seemed outlined.

One critic remarked that he didn't like to
struggle through a story. I agree, If you have to struggzgle, eithen
the suthor or the reader was at Tsult, but most generally it is a case
of tha two being on different wavelengthe - the reader is trying to 2b-
sorb the story on a different level, and he simply nisses the whole
thing.

And I haven't the slightest idea how to tell a reader to shif't
wavelengths. I only know that I find extremely ogrebral, logical fic-
tion as apparently heavy going as the non-emotion tuned reader finds
that sort of fiction.

Fandom hns been ®© mewhat vocal, pro and con, on
the Glenn flight, and I find myself egueally aanoyed by the extremists
of both ends. One pattern seems to run:"What!s to be excited about,

_ the Russians have done it 2ll before and better - the Americans are

just trying to glory grob." {(One reader interpreted my comments in this
light). The other extreme, less noticeable in fandom but falrly cormon
is: "The Russisns didn't really do it - and we've gotb proof...l bet
their flights were rigged". Gung-ho America, in other words, under-
standable as an emotion known as nationalism - with us gquite a while and
sure to continue,

But the point to be made, particularly in favor of
those fans who gleed over the flight and were able to taoke in the New
York parade is the sensation of participating in history., both pro and
con seem to ignore the fact that history is not necessarily a single
events.. it may well be in a history book that way, centuries from now,
but to the people living today, history is a cont inuous thing, Quite
without doubting the fRussian {lights, it's possible to feel a greal
joy and pleasure in cheering, watching, and vicariously following a
man vho mansges to do what I, as a science fiction fan most of my 1ifo,
have dreamed of doing. Tne "You Are There' element made available Ly
the extensive t-v and radio coverage of the Glenn flight undoubtedly
helped, but I assure the pro%iussian downgraders that had I been in
Red Square following those flights, I would have been equally moved.
Fut T wasn't. So I'11 hoppily take what I can get, and be not a bilt
ashamed st my luapy throat when I saw the Atlas 1ift, SWC



Phew! We could put out another
issue right now, the same size
as this one, with Jjust the mat-
erlal I had intended to publish
in this lssue and which zot
crowded out, The first lnstall.
ment of a column by Terry Carr,
a poem by Betsy Curtis, a story
by Lewls Grant, and a good 20
pages of letters.....Next month
you'll see some Of Ts.

Ch § 2~ BRey

Response to the mimeo raffle
hasn't been too good so far;
deadline is May 31, remember. So far there's only 21 chances 1ln the pot,

I promised some time back to run a report on prozine circulstion; S F
TIMES already haes, but since they hed a mistake in thelrs I'll give you
my researches anyway.

Msgazine 1960 circulation 1961 circ: increase

Galaxy 91,000 91,000 none

If 54 000 &, 000 2000 (3.7%)
Amazing hg 018 51,110 3092 (6.4%)
Fantastic 38 759 Lo, 292 ;3 (L.0%)
Analog 4 hod 7? ) llig 3041 (8.1%)
F&SF U7 574 g, 276 g702 (18.73%)

Filpures as given by the magazines themselvea for gov'ment purposes, I'd
say that the F&SF increase, bringing it from fth place to 3rd and be-
ing quite a respectable percentege, is the orly significent one. Any-
one, want to bet that AMAZING pesses IF this yeer?

Dep't of high-priced pornography: I oot an ad the other dav for EROS,
"A New Quarterly On The Joys COf Love", which, in ite llst of coming
attractions, included such titles as "Japanese Plllow Books As Art
Works", "The Devil As A Phallic Symbol“ and "Havana's Red-Light Dist-
rict Under Castro", (4ctually 1t wasn't sll as unintentjonally humoreus
as this and I might even have subscribed, except that the Special Char-
ter Subscription was $19.50 for U igsues.) At lesst I'm getting on
tetter quality sucker lists; an &d for a set of Civil War bocks which
arrived today socunded very interesting until I ceme to the line "Send
your advance payment of B28....." Bt least it's nice that somebody has
feith in my financiel solvency.

I see we're still having discussions on the Fen Awerds, Frankly, these
imitations of the Hugo Awards (which in turn are imitatlons of the Hol~-
lywood Oscars) remind me of Jean Bogert's ceznary that thinks 1t's an
eagle. They say the Germaens made ersgtz food out of sawdust, but when
you start making ersatz sawdust the alleged dipgnity of the business
seems to have evaporated......

Depertment of technical English: The other day I was looklng over a
piece of technical litersture written and published by our Home Ofsfhl c e



which I was supposed to use as a guilde in writing one of my forms, I
was perticularly struck hy the following sentence: "Find out what the

sverage alr velocity through the duet &t the polnt of baffle installa-

tignli?.“ (Needless to say, I 4id not use thls particulsr sentence as a
model.

LOKI #2 arrived, and in view of certsin commente in 1t I hereby retract
the belligerent attitude expressed toward Dave Hulan in "Strange Fruis",
The facts remain as stated, but I renounce my impllcatlion that Dave is
a foul reactionary who should be strung up for the good of fandom,

I suppose most people who 1lsten to the redio at all have heard of the
pop singer Fats Domino, and probably have heard some of the recent furor
over an acolyte of Domino's named Chubby Checker whn populerized the
"Twist", Looking over the 1lp rack in a supermarket the other day I en-
countered & "twist" record ellegedly recorded by one Tubby Chess. I
don't know where this will all end, but if Tucker has his eye on the
ball I expect before long to cee an lp record by Hoy Ping Pong, probab-
1y inasugurating a new dance called the "Fan'.

Alan Dodd sends a clipping concerning a contractor who wsnted to know
how many employees the CIA had in Langley, Virginia. He called the

CI4 hesfquarters, hut no one would reveal any statistics to him, even
though his firm had contracted to build a housing development which
would mostly be vsed by the CIA emplovees. Our hero was resourceful,
however —— he cal.ed the Russian embassy and was cheerfully informed of
both the present and projected future employment of the CI& in Langley.

Alan also sent a clipping (pardon me, cutting) of a Peter Phillips re-
view of stf books., Phillips, it seems, likes "Sirens Of Titan".....all
right, I'm outnumbered, I falled to apprecizte a classlc, but I still
don't like the book. I do wish Fhalllips would revlew less and write
more, though ~- I still fondly recall "Dreams Are Sacred”; they don't
write ‘em that way no more.

I finslly got around to resding the April ANALOG (two days before the
May 1ssue arrived, as a matter of fact; ya can't win)., I don't recall
that enyone else has pointed out a fact which is especiglly obvicus in
this issue. Campbell, for all his "enthusiasm” gbout boldly intro-
ducing new concepts in the face of feannlsh opposition, hes actually re-
ocressed tO the precepts of Uncle Hugo CGernsback, and thls Is wiat's the
matter with AMNALOG!s recent stf. Gernsback believed that sclentiflctlon
should present sugar-coated sclence; Campbell's "new" concept is that
agience flction should present suger-coeted soclology. There are four
nisces of fiction in the April ANALOCG. One of them {"The Clrcuit Rid-
ers", by FitzPatrick) is ¢ science fiction story, end an adequate Tkt
not memorable treatment. The other three are fictionallzed treatmenis
of Campbell editorials. H, Beem Piper, an old hand at translating mun-
dane concepts into science flction, manages to make his item interest-
ing. As for the others, if I'm going to have to read a Campbell editor-
jal, I prefer to read one writtien by Campbell, and properly credited

in asdvance. I didn't like Gernsback's concept, and I certalinly don't
1ike modern imitations of it, even by somewhat superlor writers.

Why 1s it that one never runs out of insplration at the exact bottom of
a stencll, but slways a couple of lines (or more) above the bottom? RO
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WAR AND PEACE: On the pb stame st last are all three contenders in the

"Starship Troopers" fracas. I'm referring to STARSHIF
TROOFERS (Signet), NAXED TO THE STARS by CGordon Dlckson (Pyramid) and
THE STAR DWELLERS by James Blish (Avon,

As is well known by now, Blish's DWELLERS was written as a reply to
TROOPER, and was published by the same hardcover publisher. Less publi-
cized 15 the fact that Dickson's NAFED TO THZ STARS is glso esslgned as
a reply to TROOPER and, for my money, does a better job of 1%v.

In TROOPER, Heinlein took a young man on the brink of adulthood and
ran him through the wringer of nis clvilizatlon., With conslderable fac-
111ty Heinlein developed hls plot, background, and character with simul
taneous verisimilitude. By the end of the book, the reeder Ieels he has
lived in this world; hs hes experlenced the entire life-experlences oI
the protegonist, Skillfully, FHedrlein has woven in a8 background of ex-
traneous detalls so complete thet ore understends the milleu as well a8
the protagonist, It is immeterisl thet we may brldle at verious aspects
in this milieu; it's there, and Lt is quite rerl, So reesl indeed that I
think this may help to explain the opposition to the bonk -- Heinlein
mekes 1t Seem to close snd s0lid that materlal we would tolerate in a
less skillfully presented work is iade too immediate to ionore,

In writing a "reply" novel, one hes several cholces. One can take
almost ldentical situations and bend them in the opposite directlon, as
Dickson did, or one can creste an entirely different soclety as based
upon opposite notlons of humenity, &s Blich has done, The latter method
1s more sweeping, but & trifle less direct a rebuttal.

Unfortunately, neither reply 1s as successful as is TROOPER,

In NAKED TO THR STARS, Dickson c:reates a nearly parallel plot sit-
uation, varied only enoush to meet Bis own demands, Even as Heinlein
has done, he had loaded his own dice;; his sliens instead of belng re-
pulsive and spidery are elther humamoid or lovable and furry. Indeed,
1t is the murder of Just such a lovable glien which provides the emo-
tional shock tc begin both book and plea, Dickson seems to have granted
many of Heinlein's basic postulades (including a good portion of his
social set-up) for the sake of srpument, and most of his space and plot
13 devoted to showing various objecglons end loopholes to these postu~
letes. His creation of a second serwlce, pacificlsticelly oriented,and
the training reaquired for 1t, is matiterful.

Blish is carefuily neutrsl in h%s handling of allens -- balls of
energy who arouse little emotion up®n sight, but whose speech 1s large-
1y ingratiating. ©is soclal system As less removed in time from ours,
and a rether optimistic outzrowth o% ours, He has se&t up a cadet system
within the government in order to pyesent a peregllel evolution of his
protagonlist.

Unfortunately, propsgends pslde, the Bllsh is a peoorly written book
and the Dickson 1s, while somewhet imtter, not nearly the equal of
Heinleln's,

One reason lies in the shortnes® of the books., I heven't Them handy
for comparison, but the Blish runs only 123 pazes of rether large (for
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pb) type, end both i1t and the Dickson seem & good deal shorter in scope
and length,

A gsecond reason is that the soclal beckground of THE STAR DWELLERS
s flzt ond completely lackling those marvelous background Nextras" which
grace the Heinlein, The characterization ls one-dimensional and without
%iowth or development, end indeed leeves e number of loose ends dang-

ng.

Due to the nature of the book they were rebutting, both Blish and
Dickson employ polemics to en extent. This 1is something Helnleln de-
lights in: he will group & teecher with » few students and then set
them arguing., His teachers not only scem t0 be speaking The Gospel Tt-
self, but they hold thelr own in guite lively discussions, Of course,
Yeinlein has loeded the deck sgein -- it's 2 talent apparently peculiar
to him, Blish faills ot the whole technique completely, #nd Dickson man-
peges to succeed by dodging the lssue slightly £nd setting up variations
of 1lnstruction,

At nearly every point where one cen compsre the 8tyles end Tech-
niques of the three authors, Heilnlein comes out ahead.

Blish's points are occasionglly well-taken, but hils presentation
tends to flatten them out, He presents no emotional issues of any sort
to clarify them or back them up, and this 1ls qulte important when prop-
areandizing., Even a cool-headed call to reason when presented in the
rulse of fiction demands some emotionel coloration. But the conflicts
presented here are shellow and, lord help me straight out of ASTOUND-.
ING STORIES OF SUPER SCIENCE, indeed, T can't help wondering why Bllish,
with such a demznding tesk before him, was content to sluff off with a
few old and used stock cliches like The Blg Industrislist, Tsi's Pretty
Youne Hairbrained Daughter, plus The Kindly Father-figure Boss, The
Good Uncle (I'm stretéhing a point, but Langer fills the uncle role
perfectly), and The Competitive Chum.

Dickson puts it in simple emotional terms 1o start with: killing 1is
killing, no matter what the rationalization, and the murder of a good
and kindly innocent is a trageldy, whether done gs an act of (supposedly
sane war-mgking or as the outcome Of personal insanity. Dickson's pro-
tagonist hits up against this emotional fact so hard It Jers everythin:
he's been taught completely out of kilter and leaves him wide open to
5 new philosophy, which Dickson then palnstakingly fills in, building
a new set of precepts as deftly as possible. The army backgeround, the
training camps, all are there, in often astonishing parallel to Haln-
lein's, but shown in a new perspective, and a trifle more tarnished by

s 4+
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My only quibble with NAKED TO THW STARS is simply that Dickson is
not quite the master thet Helnleln 1is, and because of this, along with
the less space, Dickson doesn't brine his book off quite so well as
does Heinlein. And yet, N&FED TO THE STARS is a sood book, something I
can't, unhappily, say of THE STAR DWELLERS, Too, Dickson has written an
" adult" bool, while Bligh left his unabashedly "juvenile” and perhaps
took lecs pains because of 1%,

4 sheme Heinlein didn't write all three.

THE GOOD OLD DAYS: Recently I was sick ln bed and took the opportunity

to catch up on some books, I read two of Bertram
Chandler's Rimworld books from Ace, three short novels by de Czmp, and
a2 hodgepodge of othners. I have a few observations to meke on these,
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1 "They don't write ‘'em 1llke they use'ta™:
\ In the days of pulp writing, story (plot-
plus) made the thing. Maybe characterizatlion,
ol
|

fine writing, etc., were rudimentary, but by
damn the story had to be one to grab the
reader and hold him spellbound until the con-
clusion released him. The story had to ke in-
teresting; things had to havpen. As science
fictlon has "mgtured", 1t's earned the bon-
uses of better writing, deeper characterlza-
7 tion, and wider-ranging aress of in-
quiry. But somewhere glong the line,
the original characterlstics of good
stery-telling -~ now identified with
"pulpy" and less respectable days -~
® have beenh largely sbandoned, Now
—d we have the curiously flat and un-
interesting fare which clogs 90%
of the stf output: stories which
ere not storlies, but cnly cute 1ideas,
vignettes, pastiches, or mood frag-
jments, Often these are the festured cover stories of
such magezines as F2SF, Often "good writlng" is at-
‘tempted when there 1s no plot -- and sheer stylistic
pyrotechnics are not ennurh once one discovers the
avthor's cupboerd to be bsre. Now, I'm not attacking
any of the advances we've made through the years --
when properly regerded es addltions to the baslc ten-—
ets of writing, But I deplore them as substitutions,
and. 1 suspect they lie behind much of our dlssatisfac-~
tion with contemporary stf.

A

- Barn

2 The last refume: After reading Marlon Bradley's Ace
books, aleng with those of Chandler, Laumer, Temple
and a helf-dozen others, I remarked to Sylvia that Ace Books was the
last refuge for the old-style stf which one once found in the mags of
the thirtles, forties, snd early fiftles, The Chandler "Rimworld" stor-
ies 1n particular would have been enjoyseble resding beck in the days
of SPACE STORIES and its more sophisticated slsters, STARTLING and
THRILLING WONDER, The laumer is not a good book, but parts of it are
very interesting, and the ldees are novel enough to be enzaging. Mar—
ion'e books are not of one guelity, but when she 1is qood,'MﬁB %s very
good indeed. Well, as I sey, I had Ace Beoks pegrsed for this Last Hope
until I realized that a goodly percentare of the best Ace novels come
from AMAZING and FANTASTIC, How about that?

3 Who 1s this Kelth Laumer? WORLDS OF THE IuPERIUM 1s an unusual book
in many reepects, and were 1 only In my flrst yesr of stf-reading
I'm sure T would by now have embraced it to myself quilte fully. Such
are the disenchantments of 014 Age, Anywasy, after reading the book
(which I recommend -- if you want to read it —- 1n its FANTASTIC three-
part lncarnation: the Ace book has had 1ts puts chopped out), I looked
up Laumer's other stuff in my files, and I found that hls stuff has
appeared in the last four IFg, beginnlng with September, 1961, and yet
another novelette of the same series 1s scheduled for the next IF,These
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novelettes all revolve around one of those Incredibly Brilliant single-
handed types (a debssement of Poul &nderson's Dominic Flandry) in the
Diplomatic Service, who ls surrounded by human nincompoops. The storles
improve as one progresses through the series, but not much. Certainly
they're a big step down from IMPERTUM, uneven as 1t was. Now, in one
issue of IF, a reader says Laumer and Bulmer are the same, implying
that Lzumer is Bulmer's pen-name, The edltor pooh-poohs this, but does
not deny 1t, So, whe is Keith Laumer?

b I wish Sprague de Camp wes still writing storles like DIVIDE AND
RULE, THE STOLEN DORMOUSE, and SOLOMON'S STONE,

Editor‘s note: Ted and I agreed via correspondance that NAKED TO THE
STARS has another fault, and he suggested that this be added %o his
column. Mginly, when the chlps are dcwn, the protagonist reacts to oOp-
posltion in exactly the same way Helnleln's protagonlist does; by using
force agaihst forcei Of course, he doesn't actually blow up the plateau
and kill several thousand members of both humanlty and the allens that
he's so fond of, but this 1s the result of a literary gimmick rather
than any intent on the hero's part, He's prepared to kill off a few

thousand people in defense of his bellefs, iust as mankind has done all
through the ages. 411 that Helnleln ever sa d, philosophlcally, is that
we're going to have to keep on fightling for what we belleve is right;

far from "replying” to this stend, Dickson s

; RN
has agreed with it, RN uN&
3 N\
I have read some of Laumer's work, and §y>$\\ 7
I doubt that he is a pen-neme for Bulmer; B 2 ”\///
T don't think Bulmer could write that bad ;;x:g‘éb
if he trled, RSC %}’Gﬁ’
———————————————————————— :‘fﬁ’\

FLASH: We just got a note from Ted Cogswell, ob- 3
jecting to the quasi-quote attributed to him in I

YANDRO #%O6,dsay%ng tg?t ihitgbj?cteg to re- w8
ceiving fscads of cruddy 1li e fanzines=. b R
Ted Sags: "As a matter of public record, I %!}W%%m\$§§
wish you would make it clear that the /?”. \ AR
qroted words were not mine, I have an ex- &//meva'i”
tremely strong aversion to the word R VARl 7/
cruddy; and anyway, the pseudo-quote i:yl //
makes me look like a supercilious 503 N2 St
rather than the sweet and lovable bastard \Jy

that I really am,” | Xilbgr

Okay, folks, consider it made clear, 1 g ) *

might mention that the quasi-quote (%) ! @

secms t0 be a fannish lnventlion and 1s ‘\

intended to mean that the quoted item AN

16 not a litcral tranacriptlon of the .

stated remarks, but as nearly literal /" _

as the quoter's memory allows him to N ‘v& 8
come. In this case, I didn't check AL

Ted's exact statement, figuring that k\i? Y§>
since YANDRO has to go thru the malls

T wouldn't be as®le to publish a direct

gquote, anyway. B- ReC
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|
—— column from — GREGG CALKINSA

SINCE YOU ASKEID ME  Howard Devore has done something recently which

will, T thirk, have the most interestling reper-
cusslons since a certaln New York fan asked a certein other New York
fan just how well she played softball.

I presume that most of you are femiliar with the George Willick pro-
posal for a Series of Fan &Lwards to be presented every year at the
vorldcon -- a proposal not without merit, by the way, but somewhat
stlcky. The thing that turned me off concerning the project at the be-
glnning was the proposed drewing submitted for the award's trophy. Af-~
ter a thorough study of the_ rsther nasty splked brecelets and matching
twin knives clutched in the nude's greasy fingers I sat down to fire
off a letter of protest...and then, after reminding myself that I did
not nold a degree in psychistry, thought better of the i1dea and instead
took the typical fannish way out, I did nothing,

4s 1ndicated in AXE #23, Howard Devore thinks it's time we stopped
sltting on our duffs and doing nothing sbout thils, and he's submitted a
questionnaire to fandom in genersl asking how it Teels about the fan
awards. I agree, and if you, like me (end, T suspect, most of fandom)
have so far voiced no opinion on the mstter I sugaes% you write to Lar-
ry Shew {16 Grant P1l,, Steten Island 6, M.Y,) with e "yes" (if vou're
in favor of the awards), a "no" or a "more discussion, please" to help
get this thing straightened ouvt.

Preferzbly before the lawsuits srrive.

NEW BLOOD FOR OLD  With the gradusl psesing of that favorite of gll
fennish institutions, the prozine letter column,
fandom has been rightly expressing more and more concern for its future
ability to attract new members., It's a problem I'm not prepared to of-
fer & solution to at the moment, but T would 1ike to toke exception %o
§ne“word frequently used 1n thls connection and that word is "recruit—
gk

Fandom has never reelly done any recrulting in the pest, snd I
think that 1f we try to teke this tack in the future we will be letting
ourselves in for trouble because, besically, it's the wrong approach.
Fens errive in fandom unssked znd usually depart the same way, 4 fan i=s
such a funny breed of guy that if someone came looking for him offering
him the kind of relaxatlon we heppen to possess he'd Iikely take off in
the opposite direction. Contrery beasts, that's what we are.

No, what we need is something that will function just 1lke the o0ld
letter columns did,..more of 2 deadfall, a mental trap for the unwary
set just by the fact of our existance. We don't.want orcanlzed recruit-—

ing. The kind of person you have to recrult to get 1g the klnd you have
to appease %o retain...and brother, that Jjust aint fandom as we know i%.

THE LCNG AFTERNCON. OF EARTH l1s supposedly a new Slgnet pb by Brian
Aldaliss, one of the best NRritish writers
since Eric Frank Russell, but tie publlshers might just ac well have
quit with the first three words of the title bheczuse if ycu tale *the
time to read 1t all the way throuch yeou'll find it a mighty iong after-
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noon,

) Perhaps I'm overly disappointed at findlng this from the author of

Starship" and "Galaxies Like frains Of Sand", but I think the real
fault lies with the guy whe got the bright idea of bringing together
these five novelettes from F%SF and remarketing them as a novel possess
ing a certain degree of continulty. The 1ldea itself is not a bad cne --
indeed, at the present time 1t i1s just about the only satisfactory way
to procure any sort of ef longer than an elastic short story -- but in
this case it was a flop.

Zssentially the problem 1s that the five novelettes are not individ
val ennugh to carry a theme and wind up repeating themselves ad naus-~
eum for far too many pages. =5

St111, I hope 1t served one purpose -- 1f nothlng else, a warning.
To Mr, Aldiss, that in order for this expanded novelette idea to be
carried out with any success a certsin amount of rewrlting is an gbso-

lute necessity, and to the publishers, that just any old thing called
sf won't necessarily sell,

THE 3wST FANZINES SINCE LAST TIME  Warhoon 14 a2 g
Vold 28 Skoan 13
Cry 155 Bedlam 2
Bene 6 Halfanthol 1
A Key To The Terminology
Of S¥ Fandom Axe

ALL OUT OF THE FALLOUT The cguestion of whether or not to build a fall-

out shelter is very much with us these days,
and in my own foggy way I confess to having eiven 1t a.certaln amount
of thought. In the first plece, the term fsllout shelter ls apparently
used to designate two quite different things -- the fallout shelter,
wherein one lives for an indefinite period of time after a bomb has
been dropped in order to avoid the contamlnated dust and water known as
fellout, and the blast shelter, wherein one dives hurriedly to avold
the big boom and whoosh,

The blast shelter would certainly be a nice thlng to have around —-
for moral support, if nothing else. I know that my only real scare of
the atomic war age came one time in Santa Monica when I was visiting
there, and when the sirens began to blow in what I thought was a for
real attack, my only real thought was that we didn't even have a cellav
to go down into to hide, Of cnurse, if you're being practical even the
hlsst shelter really len't of much use —-- if you'ré too close to ground
zero your shelter becomes just part of an even greater hole in the
ground, end Af you are Tar enough aswey for the blast shelter to be of
any use, you are probably just as well off. 1ln your besement, anyhow. So
while the blast shelter isn't something to scorn, 1t really isn't worth
going to the trouble of building.

The fallout shelter, now, is an entirely different animal. If you
are going to build one at all, you micht ss well do it right, You'll
need elther a good filtering unit or a self contalned air supply --
nothing less will 4o, Wrap that around a.month's supply of food and
water for half a dozen people and ynu_ have what you need ~- a eomplete-
1y independent system which cen functlion for gpproximately 30 days
without interference from the outside. If thlngs are stlll stormy by
that time you might as well resign yourself to not making 1t anyhow,no
matter how elaborate your preparstions, Rut the catch here ls the

e -, TAPL Y . o= =~ < " E ) RSy = 5, 5 3 o a - e Y
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and if we did we probably wouldn't anvhow.

So I'm inevitably led to my conclusion -- the
sort of shelter I can afford isn't worth build-
ing, and the sort of shelter I really need I
wouldn't afford even if I could.

The conclusion? Find yourself a rich neigh-
bor who is so inclined and persuede him to build
a8 really first-class model, Then when the sirens
blow elther (a) beat him to it, or (b) invite
yourself in, pleeding the cause of fellow human-
ity. If he invites you in, fine, and you can do
him in at your leilsure unless he is really a nice
guy (but keep in mind that 1% is best to finish
him off early if at all -~ once you get that door

closed after the bomb fells you want to keep it
closed), If he doesn't invite you in and even

manages to get downrlight unnelghborly in the pro-
cess, why that mekes him a nasty no-good and of
course you are perfectly Jjustified in bumping him
of f and forcing your way in,

This method alsc has one other advantage. By
not building your own shelter, you of course do
not have to face the sticky moral question later
- of whether or not you are golng to let your
friends and nelghbors into your shelter,

I haven't solved that one yet. If the world.
lasts overnight, I'll stert work on it tomorrow.
"Did you pick up that troublemaker, Herod?"

"Yes, Cesesar, we nailed him in Jerusalem."

‘ «..Lewls fGrant, naturslly
Reviews of PROBE #2 (Neumann), UCHUJIN #51 (Shi-
bano, I think), THE POINTING VECTOR #7 (Bcardman),
' DISCORD #16 (BOggs), KIPFLE #23 (Pauls), HILLSIDE
| CRAPHIC (Bjo & Company), NEOLITHIC #21 {Berman),
G= #9 (Gilbsons), FANAC #53 % 84 (Breen), AXE Wol
(Shaws), DYNATRON #10 (Tecketts), S P TIMES #340
and AMATEUR ROCKETEER #9 were sent to Dick Lupoff

for publication in XERO. This leaves an awful lot of JYp¥ megazines to
be reviewed however. So we'll start with:

JACK HIGH #5 and 6 (Phil Roberts, R~1, Bronson, Michigan — more or
less monthly — 20¢) This 1s enother of the parody fanzines; not too
bad, if you like that sort of thing. FPhil changed publishers between
issues, with gratifyling improvement. The material Improved, too., Num-
ber 5 —— what I could see if it -~ was nothing to get worked up about,
Number 6, besldes belng legible, contains half of an interview with
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Al Feldstein, which if hardly great stuff is at least a refreshing
change from the usual policy of interviewing Kurtzman and sngering at
everyone else., It does polnt up the fact that Kurtzman and the present
MAD crew try awfully hard to upstage one another, and gives the "other
side" {which I guess is the one I'm on, since I don't think much of
Kurtzman's humor, art technique, or delusions of grandeur). Rest of the
material? I've seen worse, but. 1t doesn't quite come up to the last is-
sue of SCRIBBLE, Not rated on the grounds that I don't like parody fan-
zines anyway and my rating would be blased. (It would also be about 3,,
if I gave one, but I'm not going to.) ' '

THE PANIC BUTTON #7 (Les Nirenberg, 1217 Weston Rd., Toronto 15, Ont.,
Canada — quarterly - 25¢) Les' recaptioned photos might serve as insplr-
ation to some of these parody-fanzine editors; they show that with the
application. of time, talent, and the money for multilithing, an amateur
humor mag can be just as funny 28 the profes- 2N ; :
sionals, Of course, PB isn't all fun and games,
either. Len Mof fatt writes about the applica-
tion of the Golden Rule, Roy Tackett comments
on the Japanese protests agalnst US
bases, and Jim Linwood details the
aims of Britain's unilater- [}
a2l disarmament group -- f
and 1f ever Gem Carr's
favorite "fuzzy-minded
idealist® phrase was
spplicable, this 1s /
the time. Then :
there is some nice
artwork by Eddie
Jones end some
humorous verse by
Walter Breen.,
Ratil’lg‘.........s

ASYLUM #3 (Kris \f[
Carey, 1016 2nd. {;
8t., Wasco, Calif,,
- irregular -10¢ L\
-~ co-editor, Pete’\\’
Peterson) This |
newconer seems to \
be heavily influ—
enced by GAUL, or %
maybe 1t's Jjust thaty
good 0ld California
air. Since I never
find much to say

1 have even less to
say about ASYLUM, The
meterial doesn't real
1y say enough for me
to comment, and it
isn't bad enough %o
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tear into; call 1%t the Quiet Fanzlne. , REtiNgosrnaeesd

SCIENTILLO #1 (Ron Gallant, 9U7 Garfield St., Winnipeg 3, Manitoba,
Canada - seml-annual - 50¢5 3Jo, et in touch with this guy -- he's an
artiet, SCIENTILLO is to be devoted to science fiction art gnd Gerns-
back type science fiction. In view of this, it's not surprising to find
a cover looking like a refugee from SCIERNCE FICTION PLUS, Well done,
too; Gallant seems to have & flalr for this type of 1llustratlon, For
the art-minded, there are blbllographies of the artwork of Chesley
Bonestell and of the astronomicel ert in the NATIONAL 7EOGRAPHIC, as
vell g5 some good-to-poor srtwork, (8ddly enoush for.sn srtzine, the
mimeogrephed art was very poorly reproduced; however, most of the art
wes multilithed,) For those interested in sclentifiction there are a
couple of stories which are almost as.good as the 1930 mndels. (And if
you think that's a snide remark — it is.) Nice art, though, Rating,..6

OZELISK #2 (Lenny Kaye, 418 Hobart Road, .No, Brunswick, New Jersey -
highly irregular - 15¢)} Rather surprisingly good, Earl No& manages %o
nake hls reminiscences of hls early encounters wlth stf and printing
fandom oulte interesting, Burkherd Zlegert's article on Berlin fandom
gives us agnother loock at the furriners, and I suppose the editor's con
report 18 interesting to penple who like thls sort of thlng. Alan Dodd
reviews an odd movie (I can gee Ted White wincing now) and Dave Hulan
does a survey of ANALOM's "An Lab" ratines which is probably perfectly
fasclnating to the statistics-lovers in fendom, Then there are the us-
ual argumentatlve letters -- and by the _way, Boggs, fandom in Argentins
was discovered back in 1955 when Ricky %rtl besan writing for EISFA,
Maury Lubin's zine {what was its name, Bem?) and maybe one or two oth-
ers, And, Dave Hulan, I attended one Worldcon in the company of two
Negroes, So let's not have this about "there never has been a Negro at
a Worldcon", As a matter of fact, a Nepro has been refused a hotel
room at a Mildwestcon, and I was With her at the time. So I'm not only
not in favor of holding Worldcons in the South, I'm not in favor of
holding Mldwestcons gt the North Plaza Motel, either; -1t ‘may all be
hearsay to you, but it's my frlends who are Involved, and that makes a
difference, (411 this in cese I don't get sround to writing a letter of
comment,) . : Rating.....b

ISCARIOT #2 (Al Andrews, 1659 Lakewood Drive, Birminghem 16, Alabama -
bi-monthly - 15¢ -~ assoclate edltor, Richard Ambrose) I suspect that
Ambrose sent this, but since he had Andrews' name marked for replies...
0dd, in thet the print 1s very clear but the artwork 1s 1llegible, Like,
man, cut those stencils, don't Just dent them. This one is devoted to
fantag8y, rather than straicht stf, Jack Chelker spends two pages on
Arkham House, Ambrose wrltes ebout subterranesn crypts, Bill Wolfen-
_.barger reviews the latest datheson collection, and Andrews presents a
horror story, The story is rather intriguing; like scme of today's
professional stf, I read it with s mlldly eamused enjoyment of the way

the words were strung together but without the slichtest interest in
1t as & story. &n odd reactlon...for what it's worth, Al, you have a

better vocabulary than I do (in the sense of uslng the words as well

as knowing what they meen) but you need more practice in story-telling,
And as we leave assoclate editor Ambrose Jumplng up and down on his
little wooden block, we have a.... RetiNge eeses 32

THE =EBEL #2 (John Jeckson, RR 7, Box 137<R, .Crown Point, Indiasna -
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quarterly - 15¢) The reproduction is so pood that one expects the mat-
erlal to be better. John Berry's horrortlicultural article 1is very good,
and the rest of the contents are about standard for a second 1ssue.

But the general appearance of the mag glves the impression that some
elder fan like Gregg Calklns is publishing it, end the materlal doesn't
auite come up to that standsrd. 411 1n all, guite promising. Rating,..t

CINDER #9 and 10 (Larry Williems, 7L Meple Road, Longmesdow 6, Mass. -
monthly -~ 15¢) HMajor 1tem of interest in #9 is Harry YWarner's article
on the changing meanings of fannlsh terms (you neofans who think fan
terms are esoteric haven't heard the worst; over the years the esoter-
ic meanlngs change, t00, s0 you can't just memorize them and forget
about it), #10 1s a nice big thick issue, and the major item is the
letter column, which takes up 2/3 of the mag, None of the other mater~
lal is outstanding, but it's all readable, A file of CINDER would make
a hice study project for some newer edltors. Larry started with a zine
that was no better than any other first lssue, he did not produce any
particularly spectaculer materlal, but he has gradually worked his way
up into the ranks of the better fanzine editors. Ratlng..b

POT POURRI #9, 20, 21, 22 (John Berry, %1 Campbell Fark Ave,, Belmont,
Belfast, Northern Ireland - irregular? - for SAPS and tredes) I don't
know if you can buy copies or not; you could ask, Itis nice reading
(though fans interested primarily 1n science fiction might as well ig-
nore it) and the Fddle Jones srtwork Is besutiful. These 4 came all in
a clump; I don't know when he nublished them. Berry has the knack of
looking at something utterly trite end eoming up with a fresh —- ana

usually humorous viewpoint. I don't see how he doee 1t so regularly.

SQUIRE # (Skip Williemson, 1003 Collere St., Canton, Missouri - ohd —
no schedule listed) Another parody-fanzine. Not as good as JACK HIGH
(well, it 1sn't as old, elther) but I suppose 1f you happen %0 be In
high school you might think 1t was funny. A note from the editor prom—
ises improvements for the future.

CRY #5% (Cry, Box 92, 507 Third Ave., Seattle 4, Washington - monthly
- 25¢) Make checks payable to Elinor Busby, he says -- you can geb 12
issues for 82 if you don't like tn send 25¢ checks, The usual gocd
material; F.M. and Elinor Busby, Terry Carr, Jeff Wanshel, John Berry,
and a long letter from Avram Davidson --— how come you don't send us
long letters any more, sirragh? You don't wrlte ua, I'll start sending
YANDRO to your wife and she'll think you've heen readlng this sort of
thing for years end she'll leave you. Ratingoecoes?

I don't want to run over on another page for 5 fanzlpes, so: SALAMANDER
#1 (Fred Patten, 5156 Chesley Ave., Los Angeles 43, Calif. - bi-month-
1y - 25¢) A sort of "basic" fanzine; the themes aren’t new, but they
are well-handled and 1t's to be especially recommended to newcomers,
Rating 5.// HAVERINGS #9 (Ethel Lindsay, USAgent Bob Lichtman, 6137

So. Croft Ave., Los Angeles 56, Calif. - bl-monthly - 10%) A fanzine
composed almost entirely of fanzine revlews and a column on fGerman fan-
dom. You people who want reviews.....//ORION #28 (Ella Parker, USAgent,
Betty Kujawa, 2619 Caroline, So, Bend 14, Ind. - irregular - 15¢) Gen-
eral typs. Recommended, Rating 7//LES SFINGE :#8 (Dave Hale, 12 Belmont
Rd,, Wollescote, Stourbridge, Worcs., Englend - lrregular - for comment
0ddball humor. Rating 6 // And I don't have room for THE TWILIGHT ZINE,
so I'll tackle it Igter, '
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Thls time we have a major paperback publishing effort to review.
Fyramid has inaugurated a new series, "The Worlds Of Science", and pub-
lished the first slx books in the series, The serles seems designed to
appeal, not so much to scientists or students, but to the interested
layman -- and which laymen should be more interested than science flc-
tion fans? The first books in the serles cover physliology, astronomy,
archaeology, chemistry, blecloegy and natural hlstory:; presumably other
sclences will be covered in succeeding publicatlions,

I will have to assume that the bonks are scientifically accurate;
they contain no obvious boners, but I'm not enough of a sclentist %o
Judge thelr sclentific content. I can judge thelr entertalnment value,
and here they 4o very well indeed, In general they seem to have been
selected for thelr value as an introducticn to the various flelds; they
provide a broad outline, and concentrate on showling how the various
areas of knowledge fit ftorether, without getting technical or telling
me more about a speciflc subject than I care to know.

The matched bindings zre attractive, and sturdy enough to survive
Juanita's handling, which means. they should stand up well under abuse,
Juenita commented on the excellent typography; & far cry from the aver—
age stf book, The first six books are reprints of hard-cover works;
according to the publisher's announcement, future selections will con-
taln some orliginal titles and some reprints,

Juanlta end I are divlding the revlewing, partly because there
hasn't been time since we got the books for either of us to read all
of them and partly vecause we automatically reached for different
titles when we began reedlng....we will probably both read all the
titles eventuglly, but our filrst cholces are in dAlfferent flelds. The
reviews will be inltlslled so you can tell who 'is seying what. If your
local newsstand doesn't carry these .titles, you can undoubtedly get
any that interest you directly from Pyramid. | RSC
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MAYA by Charles Gallenkamp (75¢) I was prepared to be dlsappointed with
thls, since I already have von Hagen's WORLD OF THE MAYA 6 but actually
the two books are more complementary than competitive. Von Hagen tells
A e PR : how the Mayae llved; Gallen-
b . i kamp dwells more on how we
discovered the Mayan cul-
ture, showing how the iso- ,
lated dilscoveries of var-
lous expeditions have been
fitted together to give us
an overall plcture of the
vanished civillzation, It
was also amusing to note the
mark of the true sclentist
in Gallenkamp'es book; whére
ven Hagen says Lthe Mayan
eivilizatlon was derived
from the Olmecl, Gallenkamp
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soys dthere is a theory that possibly some parts of
the Mayan culture were derived from the Olmec, but
.as yet it hasn't been provedl,

Gallenkamp also relates the 1952 discovery
which shattered the comfortable theory that a major
difference between Mayan and Egyptlan pyramids ie
that the Mayan ones are temples and the Egyptian ones
are tombs; it turns out that some of the Mayan pyramlds
were used as tombs, too, All in all, the book is highly
recommended, (%SC)

THE ROAD TO MAN by Herbert Wendt (75¢) This is not so much
evolutlion, as you might think, as a comprehensive view of
the interrelation of 211 life, present and past. Considering the scope
of the project, it succeeds remarkably well., A posslble fault is that
Wendt, unlike Gallenkamp, does nnt always differentlate between fact
and theory, but then when one is covering the entire field of natural
history in 250 pages one doesn't have tlme to stop and explain every
detaill. In any event, most of Wendt's theories seem gquite reasonable;
the only one which brought me up snorting was his casual comment that
the "Mayan civilization...kept mastodon elephents as domestlic animals.
Yeah..with feathers. Since it is not perticulerly important to the
theme of the book I'm surprised that none of the various edltors excis-
ed the passage -- maybe they didn't reed i1t, A few comments like this
can throw doubt on the scholarship of the entire book. I'm willing to
agsume that this was a momentery lapse on Wendt's part (though if he
ever starts racing bot flies, I'm through with him.) The book is ex-
tremely readable, though; little ltems like the zoo chimp who liked to
feed peanuts to the baboons make it the sort of thing one loves to
quote from, (RSC)

LIVING EARTH by Peter Farb (65¢) This is such a perfect match for the
endt book that I'm slightly smazed. Farb discusses the complicated
interrelationships which go to make up the 1ife 1n our soll; grass,
trees, bacteria, insects, moles and other burrowing animals, spiders,
nematodes, etec. The book is the shortest in the serles, so far; it is
also the best that I've read. (Which is surprising -- T mentally pub
1% near the bottom of the list before reading it, Soil is soll 1s dirt,
end I wouldn't have thought that anyone could make a book about 1%
very interesting. Farb could and did.) If you want to see what the
series is like and you have no overwhelming devotion to any of the
sclences represented, this is the one to start with. The preface and
first section, while necessary lntroductlons, are not exactly gripping
literature, but when Farb gets well into his subject he's far more
entertalning than most novelllsts. : {RsC)

NINE PLANETS by Alan E. Nourse (75¢) Not only of our field, but out of
it and from it, with acknowledgments to FM and Elinor Busby and extra-
polative illustrations by Mel Hunter (unfortunately, they aren't in
color, but they're lookable, none the less). Nourse, as often proved
by his fiction, is an entertaining writer, and he manages to make his
introductory material fresh even to the much-read layman. As might be
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expected, the theme of the book is speculation on future developments

and discovery. Once the bare bones of observable fact are filled in,
Hourse makes it quite apparent that a great deal of materlal in the field
of astronomy 18 already speculative; what we are sure about looms so
small that speculation about the future seems quite valid, and readable,
I've been an amateur student of astronomy most of my life, and the boock
was far from "old stuff"; familiar ground was covered quickly and in-
terestingly and the new terribtory explored, locking back now, was rather
extensive, (JWC) g

This is as good a place as any to mention that all- six volumes are
indexed, the Gallenkamp and Pfeiffer books contain bibliographiss, and
the Nourse and Farb books include appendices, Paper back publishing
companies have too often been lax in including such material in reprints
of non-fiction works, and it's a pleasure to see Pyramid starting the
series off so well from the point~of-view of the interested reader who
wishes to refer back to specific points and make these volumes part of
Lis permanent reference library. (JWC) -

THE HUMAN BRAIN by John Pfeiffer (754) This is not the old bit of
gide-sectioning human,gorilla, and chimp brains and pointing out the
various areas. It 1s less a pre-med handbook than a general survey of
regeerch, medicine, and experimentation with the human brain, and as
such, quite fascinating. Topics covered include memory and learning,
méental illness and its alleviation, epilepsy, emotion, pain, and compu-
ter~brain compariscns. One of the ¢ld Cap Future storiss described the
miracle of brein surgery (naturally enough, by the Brain) without cut-
ting the skull; Pfeiffer recounts present research into the use of two
directed radio waves which, when crassed, would burn out the diseased
area of the brain without the need for surgery - so Hamilton predicted
better than he knew. BEven when the material is familiar, Pfeififer man-
ages to throw in a pertinent anecdote to freshen the presentation, (JWC)

CHEMISTRY CREATES A NEW WORLD by Bernard Jaffe (75¢) Chemistry hap-
pens to be one of the sciences which has always eluded me; though I am
a moron at maniuplating numbers, I understand them -- but chemistry is
beyond me on both levels, Jaffe is a rather dry writer; I say this not
because I'm a dunce in his field, but backed up by the fact that Buck,
who has studied chemistry, finds him dull, But he did succeed in makirg
me wish for a child's chemistry set to perform some simple experiments.
Perhaps with lab work, I would begin to grasp valences and other puz-
zling phenomena. The book is concerned primarily with the discoveries
of chemistry, the advances in human standards of living made by the
alteration of the elements, as in medicine, metals, food, .clothing, and
nucleonics, Some chopters hold the attantion more than others, and I
suspect the reader will be held more by his range of interest rather
than by the esuthor. But when Jaffe is inflormative, he is very informa-
tive. (JWC)

Fantasy fans please note: Pyramld hss recently reprinted THE CASTLE OF
IRON gnd THE INCOMPLETE ENCHANTER, by L. Sprague de Camp and Fletcher
Pratt, at UO¢ each. These are not only fantasy classics, they manage

to be amusing even 1f you know nothing about classic literature, and
conslderably more amusing 1f you do, A must, Lf you &on't already own
the hardcover edition., {(Now if Pyramid will just meke arrancements with
Bnome to continue the series with THE WALL OF SERPENTS,....) RSC
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RITUALIZED VERNAL EQUINOX DEPT: (by JWC) Back in the December issue I

made wnat I foolishliy supposed
a casual comment on "Messiah™ fandom - thgt nebulous group of people with
no common bond save a mutual devotion to Handel's Oratoric., This led to
an inordinate amount of comment from readers--~Messiah fandom crawling
from der voodvork out--culiminating in a comment by Terry Carr: "I have
been considering suggesting...a fanzine devoted to it...but I rather fea-
the consequences, Would it have a column called "And All in Stereo For
4,98, Less Discount?'" Would it have drawings by Jim Cawthorne of Jesus
as a lusty barbarian, or by George Barr of Jesus! peotoral muscleS,e..l
don't want to think about it." Too late now, Terry. You have already
inspired Barr (see lettercol to discover he is not a member of Messish
fandom - just an artist with a sense of humor).,..and overpage you will

find YANDRO's Easter contribution for Messiah fandom, alternately titled
"Come Unto Me" or "Heaven Wants You",

night questions. .
e —— r0g ebert —

in the silence,

in the moonflight,
while the waiting
shadows sing,

can the watchers,
in the shadows,
hear the magic
moonlight brings?
can they shift

to vagrant breezes,
wafted somewhere,
no one knows,

so that later,

in the silence,
other watchers
softly flow?

in the bushes,
brushed by leave-tops,
do they ever

turn to see

silver edges

on the shadows

of the moonlight

as it ilees?

when the sunshine
cracks the nighttime,
when the raindrops
cause the mud,

does the crinkling
of the stalk-ends
sound like draining
of their blooed?







.......

NEWS OF THE MONTH SECTION:

DIRCE ARCHER: It has been reported to me that a certain indlvidual is
now claiming that FANAC won TFittcon's fanzine Hugo, and that he and
Lynn Hickman "witnessed" an occasion when g stack of ballots naming
FANAC vere destroyed "on the grounds that the handwriting 1s similar",

This story, the last in a series of vengeful attacks upon our group,
is entirely and totally fslse and wlth nho basls whatsoever,

1) I have never met this man to my knowledge end do not even know what
he looks like, -

2) Lynn ‘Hickman was not in Flttsburgh at any time during the year prior
to the convention and, slnce ballots must be counted weeks before a

convention so Hugo plates cen be engraved, he could not have been pres-

ent at a tallot counting session, Lynn's charscter is-such that 1t is

not even necessary to check as to whether he had any part of this mal-

icious gossip. a0

3) Even Pittcon committes members' wives and huslends were excluded at

ballot counting sesslons -- as at all buslness meetings, It would be
ridiculous to sharfe knowledge of the Most carefully guarded secret of

any convention, the ballot results, with outsiders.
L) FANAC, although tops in nomingtions, did not win a Hugo. In fact un-
til the last seven days before the deadline SF TIMES was leading and
we expected it to win. In the last seven days four of the flve nominees
changed places,
5) Pittcon did toss out some nominations, but with excellent reason., We
received 78 bellots -- packaged, not sent separately -- each nomin-
ating the same novel, short story and publisher, with an accompanyin%
letter saying "These are all bona filde nominations, as are attested by
the individual names gnd addresses." They nominated a single author
(euthor of the novel and short story) totally unknown to our committee,
whose storles appeared in an obscure British publication (293 Nova
Fublicsgtions) which was nominated for best magazine,

Surely no one would expect us to belleve that one English village
of something under 7,000 population contains upwards of 60 bong_ fide
fans, many wlth 1dentical hendwriting, seven wlth identicsl addresses
and last name (the author's) and gll with identical nominetions! It
was our belief that Quty regquired we dlscard these obvlous attempts %o
stuff the ballet box. ¥We would do the seme thlng egailn under such cir-
cumstances,

I trust, for his own sake, the fertile imsgination of thls individ-
val will be kept under control in the future. We deplore legal actlon
and have ignored previous slander, but there 1s a polnt of no return

in these matters, We could and would take steps.

/Ed, note: I stand by my previocus statement that nothing of this sort
justifies legal action, though I could think of several other steps I
would be inclined to take. However, until receipt of this letter I had
never encountered the rumor —-- nobody tells us anything about these
julcy scandals. Discrimination, I calls it..... RSC/
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BOB TUCXER: Stop Duper! Dean CGrennell has just notified me that he is
suing me for $8% 000.47, for certain defamatory remarks in the last
VANDY concerning furnace men. He stands an excellent chance of collect-
ing the Y7¢. His quote: "Nothing persongl, mind you —-- 1t's just that
I need the money."

DONALD FRANSON: Is Ygndro a news—zine? If 1t is, maybe thlis will be in-
teresting news: The new N3F President, appolinted by the Directorate to
111 out the unexpired term of the late Ralph Holland, 1s Art Rapp. I
don't suppose I have to explain who &rt Rapp 1s. Albert Lewis will be
OE of The Natlional Fantasy Fan.

DEAN McLAUGHLIN: If the truth be known, Fyramid doesn't know what to do
with me -— but I've a hunch what they'd llke to do. We're scuffling po-
litely over title right now —- I favor & DIFFERENT KIND OF SKY, and
they seem to prefer DOME WORLD, Alas, ln spite of my persuasion, 1t
will probably wind up as the latter. Oh well.

/E3. note: I don't like either title. How agbout BNTTOMS UP! ? RSC/
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CCMMENTS SECTION:

REDD BOMMS, 2209 Highland FPlace NE, Minneapolis 21, Minnesota -~ 1Sam
woke -~ " and not in z very cood temper elther. As you polnt dut in
your editorial comment on his. letter, I really should sue Sam Moskowltz
for libel and defamation of character, since lawsults are In these days,
but I'm much too flabbergasted and pleased to find Sam stiII alive, 1
haven't heard an outburst like this from him since Ricky Slaven tore
up the dust-jacket of The Outsider and Others. Having great respect for
Sam's eontributions to fandom In the past and having fond recollections
of Cincinnati and Toronto where Sam was a good and amusing companion, I
have always queried visitors from New York about him, but the replies
were always the same: For club meetines and conventions Sam is revived
with P#dLf strange drugs, typos, flashing lights, and bubbling vats,
Eut otherwise he has been drowsing since 1954 over his bound files of
glios, , Sl
And here, all of a sudden, we find him tramping the earth again,
like the last dinosaur revived from eons of slumber in glacial ice by
the experts of the frozen foods industry. The last dinossur -- raging
in brute fury over the discovery that his beloved jungles have vanished
while he was dreaming in cold storage, Well, it's a natural reaction,
T esuppose, and 1t produces certaln excesses which I'da just as soon ig-
nore, specifically the charges of lles and hypoerlsy. Like Frofessor
Higgins, I'm a most forgiving man, and I'm sure Sam won't use terms
like that when his annoyance wears off and he's wide enoush awake for
his mind to start functioning again. T hope he stays eswake awhlle, and
takes a look around while his eves are open for the first time in years.
WYho knows, once he gets acgualnted with the current scene, he may find
it almost as "exciting" as the gord old days.

Your editoriel comment, remarking that a person's oplnions change’
over 1l years and his preferences in 1948 may not be those he has to-
dsy, makes one of the most important points in reply to Sam, But there
gre at least two other important polnts that should be made:

(1) The reviews of the top fenzines of 1OM& which Sam quotes from The
Fentesy Annual (published in summer 1949, not 1948 as Sam says) were
annotastions of the winners of the Dreemland Oplnlonator poll. . teken by
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Don Wilson and Howard Mlller. This is no occaslon for adversely crifi-
cizing the fanzines, any more than the Hollywood Academy Awsrd presen.
tstion is the occasion for remarking on the winners' total inabillty to
act, learn lines, or show up sober two days 1n a row. Thus 1it's hardly
surprising that the review of The Fanscient contasined "no criticism
whatsoever", We tried to keep our criticlisms to ourselves, I don't kncw
where Sam gets the strange notion that "where there was a difference of
opinion or degree of opinton" Wilson and I "did not hesltate to state
so", We kept our oplinions to ourselves and, so far as I recall, did not
disggree on any major polnt even ln private.

(2) In any case -~ and perhaps this ls even more important —- I did not
write any of those approving words about The Fansclent, Fantasy Commen-
tator, Science-Fantasy Review, etc., which Sam guotes so thumpingly anc
attributes to me., Don Wilson did. I wrote most of the brlef reviews for
fznzines that wound up in the 1llth to 2%th places, hence my share of
the byline to this section in the Fantasy Annual, but Wilson wrote ev-
ery word that Sam {end Ed Wood himself, in a private letter to me) trot:
out to confound me. When Wilson's revlews were written, most of the
first ten places were pretty well set, I filled 1n the rest when the
other finalists were ascertalned.

T remember Walter Glllings' printed fanzine under 1ts original
title, Fantasy Review, rather than Science-Fantasy Review, as 1t later
became; hence my brief confuslion as to what magazine Ed Wo~d referred
to, I apree that 1t was a very fline fanzine, and it's one of the era
thet I'd exclude from my description of them as "dull, pretentious,
pompous®., I would also exclude Fantasy Commentator, but after all, 1t
wasn't one of.the ten fanzines I was referring to. I should also point
out that a paragraph of my letter printed in YANDRO #109 was omitfed,
and in this parsgreph I praised some of the fanzines E& Wood mentioned
as an afterthought —- Slant, Quandry, Spaceship, Feon, etc., ae8- "un-
gquestionably very fine end deservedly popular fanzines." Thus I don't
think T can be sccused of dlsmissing past achlievements with en alry
wave of my hand merely to he able to pralse current efforts.

While I made some attempts to properly appreclate The Fanscient, 1
deplored the fact that 1t wound up #1 1ln the Opinionator poll of 1946,
oand it's not only in hindsight thet I find it dull and pretentious,
When Don Day published a neglizible leeflet called Fost-Mortem on The
ransclent (FAFA, spring 1951) I remarked in e msllling comment that 1%
wae Lalmost as interesting as the fanzine 1tselfl, and Walt Willls
correctly detected thet this hsd all the earmarks of a dirty dig.

Don Wilson's own fanzine, Dreasm Quest, still remains one of my all-
time favorites., I also feel nostalglé about Leeh's Quandry, Art Rapp's
Spacewarp, Burbee's Shangri-L'Affalres, Warner's Spaceways, and Bron-
son's Fantasite, to name a Tew. bBut I have little doubt that quite a
number of fanzines being published today will a2lsO rate on my all-time
1ist: Waerhoon, Hyphen, and Xipple to name three of them,

Speeking of current fsnzines, I was elated to discover, from a pas-
sing remark in his letter, thst Sam hes evidently received end at least
glanced through all those issues of Discord T've sent him. First I
knew that these free, gratls, compllmentary coples hadn't a1l been lost
in the mail,

/Serves-you right for sending out free, gratis, complimentary copies./

JUNE BONIFAS, 1913 Hopi Road, Santa Fe, New Mexlco - Now as to your de-
fense of the Scithers story on bargzinineg with a demon, perhaps one
resson I dislike stories in which you ¥now the wishes will be wasted
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1s because life is so full of disappolntments, why should they also be
a set pattern in a specles of fentasy? But accepting your comparison 1o
detectlve stories in which one knows the murderer will be caught, was
"tlayboy And The Three Wishes! a good story? The ldea of the gustative
meaning of "love" has been used before, in the last chapter of The
Screwtape Letters, but C, S, Lewis did not attempt to make much out of
such a flimsy 1dea. Words are such slippery things, that you must have
good falth on both sides in eny Faustlan bargaln; otherwise the mortal
is simply foolish, in trying to get an alrtight agreement with no am--
bigulty that the devil can twist to hls own purposes, After all, the
Frince of Darkness is a sentleman, and should be above twisting the
meaning of words,
1 beg your pardon, but the duodeclmal system has several inherent

advantages over the decimal system. The best-known advantage is that
12 has more factorg: twice as many, other than 1 and the base. This
means thet many more commonly used fractions can be easily expressed in
percentages (or "pergrossages"), and that lone dlvision can be avoided
in mnst problems; also, multiplicatlon tables are simpler to learn. Be-

sides, any number system with a hlgher base can express irrational
numbers to a greater accuracy in & glven number of places; this can be
rather important with such numbers as logarithms.
/If there's one thing I hate, it's ecetting into an argument with some-
one who's smarter than I am. I scoff at this "devil is a gentleman”
propeganda {why should he be any better than I am?) -- the devll is a
businessman when he haggles over souls, and twisting words ls an an-
cient business practice, RSC/ i

BERNIE BUBNIS, Jr., 65 E. Walnut Ave., E. Farmingdele, L.I., N.Y, -
Somebody started 2 club for fan artists called the "Future Artists Of
America". By some "twist" of fate I managed to make thelr Senate. What
my officlal duty as Senstor of the club is, was not disclosed to me
yet. I figure on getting up & movement to remove the Fresident. Contact
Ric Ornberg, 1239 Harding Ave., Des Fleines, I1l, No dues.

Flenning a few zlnes. One will be devoted to sclence flictlon con-
ventions. If will contsin sll reprints of stories, articles, and photos
devoted to sf cons. Would like eny comments from your readers concern-
ing this; also any convention materiel. Another one will be devoted to
my artwork, It will be distributed free. After we get on our feet the
mag will be open for storles snd agrtwork from others.

I trled corresponding with a guy who wrote into ANALOG, I got =&
1500 words essay on the development end masting hablts of earthworms.
/Bjo, someone is muscling in -on your racket. I geve Bernle my comments
on & convention fanzine privately, since they eren't printable. RSC/

BILL WOLFENBARGER, 602 West Hill St., Neosho, Missourl - The YANDRO
lettercol is elways new and pretty chelce, but 1f you could only leave
out thet Talk about draft-dliching and the like, -YANDRO would be a
real sf fmz.

73ut we like being an imitatlion stf fenzlne..... R8¢/

FRED W. ARNOLD, frsnd Bahsma Island - Radar, F.0. Box 4187, ¢/o Fatrick
AFPB, Florida - I would like to take a few snips at Dodd's review of
"Thunderball® in the Feb. 1ssue. He said the story was filled with
"fantastically accurate detalls of every ltem mentioned", but Fleming
seems to have slipped on a .few things. 4

For one, his Ainformation on the Bahamas 1s out of date. This is
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one of the most radar-saturated areas on earth. There are a lot more
than one radar station (6 on OBI alone); they are owned by the US gov-
ernment and they are damned well not gimple. This is due to the Tact
that the Bahamas constitute the northern end of the Atlantlc Missile
range, in combinatlon with Cape C.

The nearest of the Behama group is not 200 miles from the U.S, lore
like KO miles. : v

We don't have a mlissile base any place in the Bghamas.

I was interested by Lewis frant's statement that a monumental let-
ter writing campai%n on the part of "Bible Belters" blocked the World
Calendar in 195k, heard of the UN action at the time but didn't know
about the letters. I would like to get hls source on that.

/My own opinlon is that Fleming doesn't %now a damned thing about what
he's writing about, but he sounds convincing to anyone who doesn't know
any more about it than he does, RSC/

ED WOOD, 160 2nd. St., Idsho Falls, Idaho - Reading YANDRO #109 I was
disturbed to find that no one had bothered to polnt out a major blunder
by J. W. Campbell in #103 when he stated so suthoritatively that "Ev-
ery science fiction magazine thet has run a fan review column, which,
of course, all the hard core fans wsent in e megazline - every single one
of them, without exception, hss dropped dead."

Doeen't anyone remember "The Clubhouse™ by Rog Fhillips in AMAZING
from 1943 to 1953? Or doesn't Campbell consider AMAZING a science filo-
tion magazine? Let's nail these falsehoods and errors before they are
trensformed into truth. <

That Francls T. Laney renudiated hls THE ACOLYTE is about as meah-
ingful as the repudiatlcn of Ray Bradbury's FF (ok fans what do FF
stand for?) by himself or an asuthor's discarding of his early works.
Redd, I'll pay you or anyone who wants .to sell me #l, #2, #9 and #12
of THE ACOLYTE, #1 each so I can complete my set. Falr deal?

Anytime, Redd, you want to match article aralnst article of your
first 10 of today {(covering a period of a year's output) aeainst my
first 10, say so. I insist upon only one smgll, trivial restriction;
the topic must be science fiction and/or fantasy end must rnot be about
the world situation, 1liquor, muslc, beatnlks, sex (except as these are
treated as science fliction or fantasy toplcs).

I cannot agree with your statement in Yandro #110 about "if there
was more good science fiction being published today there might be more
fans who were serinusly interested."

When in the deys of the thin 30's we had ASTOUNDING STORIES OF
SUPTR-SCIENCE, WONDER and AMAZING we had TIME TRAVELLER, SCIENCE FIC-
TION DIGEST and slightly later FPANTASY MACAZINE, These fan magazines
were literally superior to the professionsl magazines of the time and
provided a fertile ground for future professionals.

In his 1ntroduction to "Prologue To Analog" he says: "the Clayton

Fublishing Company started the processes needed to bring out a new
magazine - ASTOUNDING TALES OF SUPER-SCIENCE." I have in front of me
the first issue and it seays on cover and contents pages ASTOUNDING
STORIES 0OF SUPER-SCIENCE. Careless, careless, careless.
/For that matter, AWAZING ran a second fanzine review column, "The Re-
volving Fan", by "Roger de Soto" from May 1955 thru Feb. 1957, and var-
ious other fan items after that. But stf didn't have tn be good in the
Thirties; 1t was new (effectlvely new, that 1s). Now that 1t's no long-
er the latest intellectual fad, it has to improve. RSC/
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SZTH JNHNGON, 339 Stiles St., Vaux Hall, New Jersey - When did Juanita
start raising spiders for fun end profit? Her column really struck a
spark in me somehow, for this lackadalslcal so what attitude she men-
tlons seems to be fast becoming the Americen way of life. New machines
can non longer be depended on to operate without breaking down, Motor
manufacturers used to allow new car dealers a certain smount of money
for cervicing under new car guarantees. And ususlly they were able to
pocket this with little or not outlay in repalrs or parts, Todey they
ere more likely to spend above the allowance than below, And the same
thing applies to radlos, televislon, household appllances and almost
eny manufactured product you care to name,

And then sometimes, I wonder if 1t shouldn't be just as hard to get
marriage llcenses as to aschleve teacher's diploma. After all it's the
parents who have more influence over the kid thsn anyone else.

You can tell Ted White that Chris Moskowitz has SaM's full and un-
dlvided support in the lawsuit., As to printing my letters Intaet he nev-
er did, Every darn thing he ever pubbed was out of context and made to
look as guffheaded as he could possibly make 1t, Frankly I suspect Ted
has equated me as .the horrible exemple .of N3F and projects all his an-
tipathy and hatred of N3F upon me. The one time I ever spoke to him
personally he literally snsrled at me.

/Requiring a.little training for marriage might stop a few dilvorees,
too; Not all of them, of course, but those where the kids get married
when they're 17 and divorced at 18, RSC/ :

COLIN FREEMAN, Ward 3%, Scotton Banks Hospltal, Ripley.Road, Knaresbor-
ough, Yorkshire, England - I was interested in the remarks you both
made sbout the "space race'. Agrced particularly with your remarks,Jua-
nita, thet it was not so much so.nationsl achievement as semething done
by Homo Sapiens. The Russlan and U.S, space shots thrilled me equally,

. ' A L although I derived much more satisfaction
from Glenn's little trip because of the
day-long commentarles coming over our ra-
dio., We were "allowed to participate in
history ln the making, Believe me, in
splte of what you may have heard of antl-
American feeling and jealousy over here,
the majority of people were listening to
the brosdcast and rooting for him 21l the
way. If anybody told me that the Americans
aren't doing so well because they are a
few months behind the Russians sending a
man lnto orbit I'd just laugh at them,V¥When
you c¢onsider the whole of man's history
and then compare the progress that's been
made in the last few years it's beginning
to make the international tensions seem
. rather petty. I believe that in a few
! years' time, when we are on the moon and

reaching beyond, the cold war and East~
i West frietion will diminish and assume
much less frightenlng proportlons.

I'm one of those faanish fans and not
really an S-F fan. I hadn't read any S-F
at all g year ago. I now read and enjoy
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the few S-F books thet Ron Bennett brings in
to me, but I don't go out of my way to get
nold of the stuff, I don't agree with Ella
Farker here, If one can derlve something
from fandom and give something to fandom
does 1t really matter that they are not av-
1d S-F readers? The answer to that is that
it matters to ynu 2nd Ella P (you consider
me a fake-fan) but it doesn't matter to me.
I'm not a convention fan or a party fan or
a drinking fan either., I'm a fanzine-trad-
ing fan, a tape-sponding fen, a letter cor- -3
respondence fan, I don't believe thast Scl-
ence Fiction is the reel malnsprineg of fan-
dom today. I think there are seversl dif-
ferent things holding it together, the most
powerful of all being the desire of most
fen to escape from mundenia.

Still with Ellg P, she states that
Englishmen can't be so cold #nd uncaring in
the bedrooms or we wouldn't be 8o over- L
populated, This doesn't necessarily follow.%l

L

You must often have observed members of the oy
canine community mating., To my untralned 4 o TR e
eye, at least, there 1s a minimum of affection involved, yet the almost
inevitable result is another litter of pupples. However, I'm inclined
to agree with Ella fundamentally. Englishmen don't like to look "soft?
end they pretend to be casual about sex in public, but in the bedroom
1t is rather a different matier.

I've been thinking about Juanita's advice for 10 years continuous
publishing; to marry a complementary fan who likes all the jobs I don't.
Iive found such a fan, but quite frankly I don't think that Ron Bennett
will marry me,

/Try him; maybe he's the Sixth Man, I'll be hanged i1f I could be casual
about sex in public; I'd be frightfully emberrassed, You're not a str
fan, eh? Well, let's say I'll enjoy corresponding, but I won't vote for

you for TAFF, RSC/

s

TERRY CARR, 56 Jane S%t., New York 14, N.¥, - Those quotes from Service
Armament Company's catalog seem too good tn he true, Buck. Personally,
{ 4hink the most amusing thing sbout them is the implied testimonial
frcm "professional thugs and...notorious criminals™. This could get %o
be & blg thing if Madison Avenue ad agencles get hold -ef 1%, "After a
fzat bank-job I always like a tall cool glass of Blatz beer," "Jergen's
Lotion keeps my trigger-finger soft and slways ready for action,"

Or perhaps we will soon be seeing the bacovers of F%SF filled with
notables of the Mafia, "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose -~
that is an.old French saying meesning There's One Born Every Minute. The
Yagazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction is published. every month, and I
Tike to 'keep my hand in' by lifting a copy of each lissue."

Mike Deckinger: okay, let's guibble snme more. I supvose you're
richt thei that film was known as "Diaboligue" in this country and as
"Les Diaboliques" in Europe. Now tell me how you can call the abuse of
authority on the part of teachers "parental tyranny". Quits?

Thomas Dilley: The more I read old renzines the more 1 realize
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that ASTOUNDING was never "what 1t used to be", at lesst as far as the
fan-revliews went, All through the Golden Age you can find reviews in
fenzines which say, "The mag ain't as good es it used to be." Honest,
They did gripe then, ~

Easily the best thing 1n #110 1s DeWeese's column, which I find
quite amusing this time. If that cheracter ever existed, he must have
been a real accident-prone type. Which, to inject a note of serlous
reallty into light foofarah, probably argues for a whole lot of guilt
feelings on hls part subconsclously. The guy sounds like an absolute
mess. The rest of the material can be passed over falrly briefly: Deck-
inger is passable this time, Hulan and Burns wretched, and Festa's un-
titled verse amusing.

Re Juanita's note on how "orange" begins to look strange if you
write it a few too many times: check upcoming lssues of F¥SF for a story
called "Stanley Toothbrush", which will probably be under the byline of
Carl Brandon; I used such pﬁenomena as the basis for the story.

Rog Ebert: "Night Rlde" may have been legitimate as an expression
of how an alien might feel if he found himself 1n a carnival mldway, but
there was no key in the story or tltle to sugeest this interpretatlon
end I think it's one of the wildest ideas I've ever heard, for you to
expect people to give thls interpretation on the materiasl offered. I
mean, if you ran into a mass of seemingly-unrelated, nonsensical word-
sge, would you be likely to sit bezck a moment and then say, "Oh, of
course, this is simply a presentation of the feellngs of an alien who
has found himself in a carnivel midway"? I mean, like wow,

T don't know if Von Vernewitz! Modern Film Society {(which has Bhob
Stewart as assoclate) is recrulting, but last week they showed the
Chaney "Phantom of the Opera and the seets and all floor-space was/were
packed.

Sam Moskowltz: Your letter showed more understanding of today's
fanzine fleld than I might have expected, but a couple of points need
additional clarification., First, when you write of "the field! it's ob-
vious that you mean only the field of science fiction and fantasy., Ob-
viously, considering the diversity of topics ln present-day fandom, sf-~
gnd-fantasy is not the only fleld of interest, so while it's perfectly
true that fanzines leanlng toward blbliographical and critical articles
will prove "more valuable for one with a seriocus interest in the field",
it'e not necessarily true that they will be of lasting - or even passine
- interest to fans who are more deeply interested in politics, humor, or
fandom itself, for .a fewginstances.

Following this point, I think you must have spoken to the wrong
type of fan at Seattle. QUANDRY 1s, though perhaps not 1ln your circle,
one of the four or five best-known fenzines of gll time, along with LE
ZO0MBIE, THE FANSCIENT, SLANT, and SF ADVERTISER, I paid a dollar for my
copy of its first annish, and that was about six oOr seven years ago.

Your evaluation of the fects et your disposel seems fair and reas-—
onable; I think your facts are simply incomplete,

/The carnival midway bit of Ebert's story wasn't hard to figure out;not
for me, at least. I confees thet the "allen" part was tougher, mostly I
think due to the second-person style of writlng; even stf readers are
not uced to thinking of themselves as allens. I never did pet 1%; I as-
sumed » description of a nipghtmare which included a carnival (and which
was ended by falling out of bed?) RSC/

DAVE HALE, 12 Belmont Road, Wollescote,  Stourbridge, Worcs. - Believe
me Juanita, I very rarely think oh you wonderful lot of humankind" but
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this time I did, after hearing about Glenn. I was poslitively Jubilan%
for days afterward, maybe because it was a US project, maybe because 1
didn't really think it would happen, but probably because of the in-
tense feeling of participation wlth Glenn end the whole mercury team.
Publiicity has its drawbacks, but your sclentists and public relations
peonle are doing a great job in educating the masses at the dawn of
what's 1likely t0 be an era of limited experience for them. Space is for
the few in reality, and a feellng of partlclipation is one wvay to foot
the bill. Far more exciting than sny real goshwow western or crime show.

And now we find we are to get James Bond in films., Goshwow. His
books are fantasy, well done fantasy at that. The fantastlc thing about
them is that people take them seriously. Stealing a corporal atomic war-
head! Killing Dr. Mo by dropping bird dung on the poor sap. Small mis-
takes they make where they put beeutiful girls out to be eaten by sex
starved crabs..then find they've made a mistake...the crabs are vege-
tarian! Bond is a fabulous cheracter rivalline Harrison or even the
Goon. Yes, providing we keep a sense of proportion,

ANTONIO DUPLA, Po., Ma. Augustin 9, Zaragoza, Spaln - #106: Calkins is
an excellent acquisition who wrltes interesting things with a #lrie pen’,
Wood cites an example difficult to admit. I know none of the older fan-
zines he speaks about but "The Immortal Storm" I do and calling it "an
objective study" is an overstatement; but he is richt on the "small"
homoseneous group, Some of the battles thet gave name to whole chapters
were fought Dy two against five people. This is smallness for sure.

#07: The prying intents of Tucker conduces to the most hilarious
and enexpected results. Ref. insurance 1t's at least doubtful if after
2 nation-wide catastrophe, the remsinders will honor their policies. In
the dubious case of having the mesns to pay, in the little print sure
there shall be some clause protectlng them! That was the norm in Spain
2ftar the civil war, Fesrson is fun and Warner's flction very good; in
it Ted White has found some drewbacks but if he went through any liter-
ery work could with all probablility find some., Fer worse pleces are an-
thologized and Derleth must include it in the next one, were he going
to edit another. (But, is thls pralse?)

Dodd makes the £ilm & thing to see but he forsets to name the dir-
ector. Is, as in "Les Diabollgues", Clouzot; he and Pierre Fresnay make
an irristible combinatlon.

#108: Boggs 1s simply riotous and more so If readlne him against
the original piece. If the dowslng rods signal not only pipe, perhaps
the plcking on a gynecologlist wes due to hls freaquent contact with am-
niotic water. /Sheesh! RSC/ Scithers has taken one of the most beaten
themes in literature and has come out with a new and original las Tar
ss I know) twist. JYC has mede a very fine speech plenty of sound and
cood ldeas, Is that the same men who writes such indigestible things in
ASF? Then, coming down of the highness of the editorial chalr becomes
him. &nd, if I am not wrong, AMAZING has outllved a fan column.

T heve read three times the filction of Ebert and given up. Some
brilliant dissector 1n Grumblings shall sive me the key to understand
what 1t means but now I can't meke head from talls. Is not necessary to
soree with all points sustained by Ted White for acknowledging that he
has written an excellent srticle, deep and deserving plenty of atten-
tion. Perhaps best thing in the issue.

The verces short but frivolous end fun, Less short but as fun De-
Weese. The third installment of Ed Wood hes given YANDRO a solemn look
worthyof the most select slick. Statistics end one graphic. From this
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to FORTUNE the path 1s straight and one-step long.

The letter of Tackett is the most disjointed thing you have put in
print but funny as they come., My daughter took a startled glance to ny
lavghing and mede some comment gbout the I.Q, »f her father.

J. Bonifas is thinking in deep but she assumes too much. The bombs,
if, are going to be the first act of a war; what the others will be is
open for anyone to every speculation but 1t cen be taken for granted
that, broken as the fighters may be, the wer shall proceed tlll one side
wins 1t and so the end is yet more unforeseegble. ,

You make some down-to-earth comments tn the high emotlonally
charged letter of "Jene Smith" but hers is undoubtedly one of the finer
letters you have nublished, The cover by Adkins deserves the highest
merk; much better than many of pro zines, but snew, 1s this a compli-
ment?

NETTIE OTT -~ Hed I not known better, I'd have sworn that the Pearson on
pg. 14 belonged to me. Even my husbend wented to know why I hadn't let
him see 1t before I mailed 1t to you,

I cuess I must be part English. Every time I read.WC (for World
Celendsr) T thought water closet. I'll vote to chenge the calendar. But
which nation will win the fight to name the thirteenth month?

GEORAE BARR, 2480 So, Fifth Epst, Salt Lnke City 6, Utah - I've sung in
the Messlah -~ coast to coast redio two yesrs ago - but with all due re-
spect to dear Mr, Handel, I don't cere much for 1t. Handel, 1like Bach
and e lot. of Brshms, is interesting to sing, but I feel sorry for the
people who have to listen,

‘I felt the same way Nettie did about the Pearson drawing. And even
funnier is the way I felt when I saw the Barbl thing on page 32 of #1.03.
I sat for about fifteen minutes racking my meager bralns trylng to fig-
ure when I'd done it. Finally, I thnught to look for. the date, as I us-
vally date my stuff. I didn't believe 1t at first when I saw Barbi's
name on it. I've seen scads of pilctures I've wanted to cigim, like
nearly everything Adkins or Prosser ever did, but this 1s honestly the
first time I ever really beljovedI had done someone else.!s work.

LEWIS J. GRANT, Jr.,, 533%3 So. Dorchester Ave. - A question was ralsed
as to whether the other nations in the UN were really in favor of the
World Calendar. As both a World Calender enthuslast, and an inter-
lingulst of some parts, I know somethlng about the Esperantn declara-
tion. It .is not what a number of Esperantists have touted 1t as, As I
remember the wording (not having read it for a couple of years), it
said that Esperanto was a useful language in internatlonal communica-
tions, and used around the world, and Unesco or something should co-
operate with the Esperantists., Are there any Esperantists ln the crowd
who would 1like to elagborate? Anyway, 1t wes not the ssme thing ss the
interest in the World Calendsr. The vsrious delegatlons were pretty
thoroughly convinced the celendar needed reform, and the World Calendar
was the most logical system. The attitude of the delegatlons was gen-
erally an "I will if you will" attitude, which i& necessary for a quan-
tum~-jump type operation like changing the calendar. In the case of Es-
peranto, there 1s no real necessity for such a masslve movement. Two
people can use Esperanto quite well, but twn people don't get much use
out of the World Calendar.

The problem of poor 6ld Esperanto wes that 1t is a good enough
langusge for international communication, 2nd for quite a while was the
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best. Unfortunately, during that period it suffered from enthusiasts
who alienated all sorts of influentlal people. The main problem of Es-
peranto has always been Esperantists. If it had not been linked with a
peculiar philosophy, and had been handled by someone with as much gen-
ius for public relations as Zamenhof had for languages, everyone might
be speaking Esperanto today. Of course, in the lntervening years, better
international languages have arisen, When Zamenhof developed Esperanto,
in the 1870s and 1880s, the international vocabulary was composed mainly
of words either from the original Aryan, or Neolatin and Neogrecian
technical words., 1t didn't matter too much Af these had the final o
slapped on them. In the last 75 years, however, a whole bunch of real
international words have been adopted by countries all over the world,
such as baseball, hari-kiri, sputnik, bureau, lock-out, etc. Esperanto
has not been internationallized as fast as most other languages have been
internationalized. And today, when we have languages like Interlingua,
which have been very carefully and thoroughly internationalized, Esper-
anto 1s slipping.
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Did you pick up that troublemaker, Herod?

I just read a very interesting story about some Mexican who was
exploring a cave in Yucatan, and found a burro wandering around in it,
five miles from any entrance he knew of . After trying to find out how
the burro got into the ceve, the Mexlcan led it to the entrance (appar-
ently a pretty tough Job) and took it home. Later he told a couple of
American archaeologists sbout it, and they wanted to get hold of the
burro, in order to examine 1t. Unfortunately, 1t seems the Mexican had
turned the burro in with several other burros he had Just bought, and
he couldn't tell his ass froma hole iIn the ground,

...-.._—-—-—-———-_....—.-.-4_—__._.__......-'_.__..—..-_..--—._—-—

Saw a very interestlng theory sbout our sexual morals recently.
Some anthropologist says that in studles of morals 1n meny socleties, he
has found thet cultures in underdeveloped areas with plenty of room
tend to have very strict, puritanical morals, with adultery strictly
punished. As the area gets overpopulated, the morals Start going down;
homosexuellty, adultery, etc. are condoned. Apparently people every-
where feel that a woman has only so many children she can bear, and if
you can use ten or fifteen kids, any children born out of wedlock are
a waste, since they have less chance of survival, When you don't want
ten or fifteen, use your sexual energies for anything but big familles,
This explains the "degeneracy" which many cultures have gone through.

This reminds me of the article in Sclentific American about the
sberrations in overcrowded rat colonles, The experimenter found that it
produces homosexuality, asexuallty, Juvenlle dellnguency, poor mothers,
and "prober rats", who rush hither and yon, lnvestlgating everything

they can get thelr noses into. I wonder 1f the psychologlst ever
thought of himself as a kind of prober rat?

Well, among the remaining letters we have a total of 10 pages (several
letters) from Ted White, 9 pages from Bob Yennings and 22 pages from

various other people. Walter Breen llsts a group of "rebels"” who do
show creativity, in support of Jane Smith ~- now I'll guestion: dTES
rebelllon against parental tyranay &ld creativity, or does the creative

urge lnspire rebellion agalnst parents who try to restrict 1t? RSC
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